
ORDER
OF THE POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

PROHIBITING THE KEEPING OF DANGEROUS WILD ANIMALS,
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 240, LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas, that;

1. The Commissioners Court hereby determines that wild animals, as defined in this order, are
dangerous and in need of control in this county.

2. For the purposes of this Order, the term "wild animal" includes, but is not limited to a lion, tiger,
ocelot, cougar, leopard,cheetah,jaguar, bobcat, lynx,baboon, chimpanzee, orangutan, gorilla, lesser
panda, binturong, wolf, ape, elephant, rhinoceros, all nonhuman primates, all non-native snakes and
reptiles, or any hybrid of any animal listed in this definition are prohibited, except as provided for
herein.

3. The keeping of a wild animal in the unincorporated area of this county is prohibited, except as
otherwisespecificallypermittedby state or federal law. Evidenceofchip or tattoo mustbe provided
to Animal Controlas part of mandatoryregistration, and feesor permits (yearly) shallbe required by
Animal Control as set forth in the 'Certificate of Registration' which is attached hereto as Exhibit
"A" and incorporated by reference as if fully recited herein.

4. Exceptions to this Order are limited to the following: the keeping of small primates not listed
hereinabove will require a USDA Certification to be registered in Polk County. Tortoises are the
only non-native reptile allowed to be registered in Polk County and will require a health certificate
from a licensed Veterinarian in order to be registered.

5. A violationof this order is an offensepunishablepursuantto TexasHealth & SafetyCode822,Local
Government Code 54 and 240-section 822.114.

6. A violation or threatened violation of this order may be enjoined by an action in district court.

7. This Order supersedes any previously filed order and shall become effective immediately upon its
adoption.

THIS ORDER IS PASSED AND APPROVED by the Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas, on
this the 29'̂ day of July 2025.

Attest;

Jud
Polk County, Texas

Schelana Hock, County Clerk
(Seal)
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CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Animal Species: Gender: Age:

Distinguishing marks/coloration:

Exact location where kept:

I swear all information provided is complete and accurate, that I have read this
subchapter and that all facilities used to confine or enclose the animal comply with
the requirements of this subchapter.

Signature: Date:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Fee Paid (nonrefundable)

Proof of Liability insurance, as required by Section 822.107

Color photo of each animal, taken not earlier than the 30^ daybefore the dateof
application

Photo ofClass "A" or "B" dealer's license or Class "C" exhibitor's license



CHAPTER 240, LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE

SUBCHAPTER E. DANGEROUS WILD ANIMALS

Sec. 822.101. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:

(1) "Animal registration agency" means the municipal or county animal control office

with authority over the area where a dangerous wild animal is kept or a county sheriff in an area that

does not have an animal control office.

(2) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1, Sec. 3.1639(119), eff. April 2, 2015.

(3) "Commercial activity" means:

(A) an activity involving a dangerous wild animal conducted for profit that is

not inherent to the animal's nature;

(B) an activity for which a fee is charged and that is entertainment using or an

exhibition of the animal; or

(C) the selling, trading, bartering, or auctioning of a dangerous wild animal or a

dangerous wild animal's body parts.

(4) "Dangerous wild animal" means:

(A) a lion;

(B) a tiger;

(C) an ocelot;

(D) a cougar;

(E) a leopard;

(F) a cheetah;

(G) a jaguar;

(H) a bobcat;

(I) a lynx;

(J) a serval;

(K) a caracal;

(L) a hyena;

(M) a bear;

(N) a coyote;

(O) a jackal;

(P) a baboon;

(Q) a chimpanzee;

(R) an orangutan;

(S) a gorilla; or

(T) any hybrid of an animal listed in this subdivision.




















